
 
Sample Quad Text Set Collections 

World History 
Unit 7: Scientific Revolution/ Enlightenment/Age of Revolution (Standards SSWH13 and SSWH4) 

Aligned to Georgia Standards of Excellence (GSE) I Based on the work of Sarah Lupo et al. (2022)   
 

Quad Text Set Format 
Quad Text Sets are composed of 4 types of texts (Target Texts, Informational Texts, Visual Texts, and Hook Texts) to support discipline-specific learning objectives or content 
standards.  These texts can utilize multimodal features of visual, audio, or written words to communicate ideas to the reader.  
 
The framework helps support student learning by building background knowledge of a topic, increasing motivation, and providing reading to learn experiences from a variety of texts. 
By building Quad Text Sets, teachers can strategically set target goals to enhance student achievement of complex content while also supporting literacy development.  
 
The TARGET TEXT should be selected first in developing a Quad Text Set.  The other texts in the Quad Text Set should build background knowledge, vocabulary, and skills as 
foundation for successful understanding of the Target Text.  ​
The Target Text Should: 

●​ Support the most complex aspect of the content learning standards 
●​ Challenge Students  

○​ May include unfamiliar or abstract vocabulary and ideas 
○​ Not be so hard that students cannot learn from the material - instead help students utilize headings/definitions of challenging words, etc… 

●​ Include Primary Sources, Literature, or other challenging text material 
 
The INFORMATIONAL TEXTS should be less challenging than the Target Text and build relevant topic knowledge.  The Informational Texts introduce students to complex topics 
that will be important for understanding the more challenging Target Text. The Informational Texts should: 

●​ Focus on the topics, knowledge, vocabulary, and skills students need to successfully understand the target text. 
●​ Be thoughtfully chosen for the Quad Text Set by keeping the discipline-specific learning objectives in mind. 

 
The VISUAL TEXTS support background knowledge and are similar in function to the Informational texts, but provide visual support for the key vocabulary and context needed for 
understanding the Target Text.  
The Visual Texts: 

●​ Include photos, pictures, graphics, maps, or video clips 
●​ Could possibly include a political cartoon if its complexity does not hinder student acquisition of knowledge. 

 
The HOOK TEXT is either a fictional or nonfictional piece that demonstrates the relevance of the Target Text’s concepts and spark student interest.  The Hook Text may link the 
historical concept to a more modern situation.   
The Hook Texts: 

●​ Could include an excerpt from a fictional novel, present-day news article, picture, graph, chart, or video.  
●​ Should have some written text elements to support literacy development 
●​ Could be challenging but should be easier to read and comprehend than the Target Text. 

  
All resources should be fully reviewed prior to student use to verify their appropriateness for the individual teacher’s classroom and school setting.  If you are unsure if something is appropriate 
for your school or district, check your district guidelines and/or consult with your grade level/department chair, teacher mentor, or administrator before using the resource.  
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SSWH13 Examine the intellectual, political, social, and economic factors that changed the world view of Europeans from the 
sixteenth century CE/AD to the late eighteenth century CE/AD. 

b. Identify the major ideas of the Enlightenment from the writings of Locke, Voltaire, and Rousseau, and their relationship to 
politics and society. 

Target Text Hook Text Visual Text Informational Text 

●​ John Locke: Second 
Treatise of Government 
(1689) Chapters II & V 
Excerpts (Project 
Gutenberg) 
https://www.gutenberg.org/
files/7370/7370-h/7370-h.h
tm  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

●​ Voltaire: Excerpt on 
Religious Toleration from 
Philosophical Dictionary 
(1764) (Hanover College) 
https://history.hanover.edu/
texts/voltaire/voltoler.html  

 

●​ Du contract social, ou, 
Principes du droit politique 
- 1762 -  Image of Book 
Fronticpiece (Victoria & 
Albert Museum) 
https://collections.vam.ac.u
k/item/O1359279/du-contra
ct-social-ou-principes-book
-rousseau-jean-jacques/  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

●​ “The Enlightenment” 
(World History 
Encyclopedia) 
https://www.worldhistory.or
g/The_Enlightenment/  
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SSWH14: Analyze the Age of Revolutions. 
b. Identify the causes and results of the revolutions in England (1689), United States (1776), France (1789), Haiti (1791), and 
Latin America (1808-1825).  

Target Text Hook Text Visual Text Informational Text 

●​ Declaration of the Rights 
of Man and of the Citizen 
-1789 - French 
Assembly (Yale Avalon 
Project)  
https://avalon.law.yale.e
du/18th_century/rightsof.
asp  

●​ “Toussaint Louverture’s 
Letter to the Slaves of St. 
Domingue (1793)” 
(Penguin Random House 
Canada) 
https://www.penguinrando
mhouse.ca/books/11059/to
ussaint-louverture-by-madi
son-smartt-bell/978140007
9353/excerpt  

●​ Visual Analysis of the 
Three Estates Cartoons 
(1789 France) (Musee 
Historie De Paris) 
https://www.carnavalet.pari
s.fr/en/collections/one-hop
es-game-will-end-soon  
 

 

●​ “French Revolution: 
Overview (World History 
Encyclopedia) 
https://www.worldhistory.or
g/French_Revolution/  

 

 
SSWH13: How the Quad supports the single Target Text: Voltaire's excerpt on tolerance and Rousseau's visual frontispiece directly connect 
student thinking to Enlightenment political philosophy, building critical background knowledge and vocabulary before reading Locke's core text on 
government authority. 
 
SSWH14: How the Quad supports the single Target Text: Toussaint Louverture's brief, fiery letter calling enslaved people to join the fight for 
liberty provides an immediate, high-stakes example of revolutionary language in action, directly setting up student comprehension of France's 
formal declaration of human rights.  

  
All resources should be fully reviewed prior to student use to verify their appropriateness for the individual teacher’s classroom and school setting.  If you are unsure if something is appropriate 
for your school or district, check your district guidelines and/or consult with your grade level/department chair, teacher mentor, or administrator before using the resource.  
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